
Changing Language Education 

 with Web 2.0 Tools 
 

 

NYSAFLT 2011 
 
 

Gisele El Khoury 



Practicing Pronunciation/Speaking  

http://blogs.stlawu.edu/teachinglanguages/projects/
http://blogs.stlawu.edu/arabicatslu/fall-09/


Practicing Pronunciation/Speaking  

•  A Voki is a talking voice 
character, a computer-generated 
version of oneself. 

• You can customize your Voki to 
look like you or take on the 
identity of lots of other types of 
characters… animals, monsters, 
anime etc.  

• Your Voki can speak with your 
own voice which is added via 
microphone, upload, or phone. 

Example 

http://blogs.stlawu.edu/teachinglanguages/projects/
http://blogs.stlawu.edu/teachinglanguages/projects/


Students’ comments 

• The Voki was different than anything I've ever done before. We should 
use it again next semester. 

 
• I thought the Voki were useful and easy to use. it helped with oral 
practice and sentence structure. 

 
•Voki was fun and a great program that incorporated speaking writing 
and visual components. 

 
•I think they are really helpful. I am a learner that needs interaction and 
a mix of learning styles. The web tools broke up the class and were 
interactive so it helped me learn in different ways. I really like recording 
because it helps me speak alone, because I get nervous speaking in front 
of people. Recording also helped me hear my mistakes. 

 

 



Practicing Pronunciation/Speaking  

You can use Audacity to: 
 
•Record live audio. 
•Edit Ogg Vorbis, MP3, WAV or 
AIFF sound files. 
•Cut, copy, splice or mix sounds 
together. 
•Change the speed or pitch of a 
recording. 
 

Example 

http://blogs.stlawu.edu/arabicatslu/fall-09/
http://blogs.stlawu.edu/arabicatslu/fall-09/


Practicing Pronunciation/Speaking  

You can use Photo Story3 to: 
 
•create slideshows using your 
digital photos, 
•you can touch-up, crop, or rotate 
pictures, remove red-eye,  
•add stunning special effects, 
soundtracks, titles & captions, 
and your own voice narration to 
your photo stories. 

Example 

Photo story 2011.wmv


Practicing Pronunciation/Speaking  

It allows students to make 
comments in five ways: 
 
•voice with a microphone,  
•voice with a telephone,  
•text,  
•audio file, 
•video with a webcam.  

Examples 1 2  

http://voicethread.com/?
http://voicethread.com/


Creating assignments & Group Discussions 



Creating assignments & Group Discussions 

Example 

You can include: 
 
•Text, 
•Audio (by recording using the 
website, or by importing) 
•video from YouTube 
 

Students can answer also using 
audio (recording) or text (typing) 

http://lingtlanguage.com/Gisele/


Creating assignments & Group Discussions 

Examples: 1 2 3  

You can use it for: 
 
•Cultural discussion 
•To Collect all the projects of your 
students in one place. 
 

http://blogs.stlawu.edu/arabicatslu/fall-09-culture-discussions/
http://blogs.stlawu.edu/gaochi08/2009/10/20/vokis/comment-page-1/
http://blogs.stlawu.edu/spanish101salvi/


Students’ comments 

• I think they are fun interactive ways to learn French and 
it helps to be able to use it in context. I think that the lingt 
one was the best. I would recommend them being used 
next semester 

 
• Yes, I liked these web tools. I thought they were 
interesting. I would recommend using the Blog again. 

 



Recording a tour 

• The ability to record 
tours that include sound 
and animation.  

• Underwater terrain and 
a moving sea surface.  

• Moon & Mars!  
• Historical satellite 

images. 
• Street view  

Example 

UAE 1.kmz
UAE 1.kmz


Literature - Bring class or contemporary 
tales to life with Google LitTrips. 

 
     The Kite Runner 

Example 

http://www.googlelittrips.org/
http://www.googlelittrips.org/
http://www.googlelittrips.org/
http://www.googlelittrips.org/
Kite Runner.kmz


iMovie  

French: Questions related to the movie 

http://lingtlanguage.com/takeassignment/186926037846451/
French


Reviewing Vocabulary 

Example – 
Answer key 

Example 

http://jeopardylabs.com/play/kapitel-14-wortschatz
Puzzle.pdf
http://blogs.stlawu.edu/teachinglanguages/files/2010/05/It-103-1st-chapter-puzzle.pdf
http://blogs.stlawu.edu/teachinglanguages/files/2010/05/answerKey1stCh-Puzzle.pdf
http://jeopardylabs.com/play/espanol-101c


Students’ comments 

• Jeopardy is excellent. Use it in every class 
 

• In jeopardy---they're fun plus the competition and prize 
motivates students to study 

 
•I like jeopardy and would recommend using it next 
semester, the crosswords works also, they are a good 
change of pace 
 
•The Jeopardy and crossword I enjoyed greatly. Jeopardy 
in particular was a lot of fun because it was group based 
and competitive. Both of these I would strongly 
recommend using next year. 



Akinator, the web genius 

• Arabic 
• French 
• German 
• Japanese 
• Spanish 

http://us.akinator.com/


Teachers Resources 

http://www.archive.org/index.php
http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
http://www.quia.com/shared/
http://librivox.org/


It was founded to build an Internet library, with the  

purpose of offering permanent access for researchers,  

Historians, and scholars to historical collections that exist  

in digital format. 

 

                 

 

http://www.archive.org/index.php


It records chapters of books in the public domain and  

release the audio files back onto the net. The goal is to  

make all public domain books available as free  

audio Books. 

http://librivox.org/


iTunes U is a section of the iTunes Store where users can 
download educational content from many universities. 

                 



Quia provides Access to millions of shared activities and 
quizzes in over 300 categories.  

 

                 

 

http://www.quia.com/shared/


MERLOT's strategic goal is to improve the effectiveness 
of teaching and learning by increasing the quantity and 
quality of peer reviewed online learning materials that 
can be easily incorporated into faculty designed courses.  

 

 

http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see more projects check our blog: 

http://blogs.stlawu.edu/teachinglanguages 

Office: Carnegie 215 

Phone: 315-229-5088 

Email: gelkhoury@stlawu.edu 

Questions? 

http://blogs.stlawu.edu/teachinglanguages

