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+ 
Introduction of the research topic 

 What is a Digital Textbook? 

 

 

  “It is an electronic version of a printed book 

that can be read on a computer or handheld 

device designed specifically for this purpose”. 

 

Oxford Dictionary 



+ 
Project Gutenberg 

  Began in 1971 by Michael S. Hart 

  Started with the Declaration of 
Independence 

 

www.gutenberg.org  

http://www.gutenberg.org


+ 
Introduction of the research topic 

Positive and Negative Perceptions of e-textbooks:  

1.Cost 
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Introduction of the research topic 

Positive and Negative Perceptions of e-textbooks:  

1.Cost 

2.Portability 

 

 



+ 
Introduction of the research topic 

Positive and Negative Perceptions of e-textbooks:  

1.Cost 

2.Portability 

3.Durability 

 

 



+ 
Introduction of the research topic 

Limitations of adopting e-textbooks: 

 

 

 



+ 
Case Studies 

 Daytona State 

College (DSC): the 

first institution to 

pilot digital textbook 

solutions (2009) 

 

 



+ 
Case Studies 

 University of 

Washington was 

one of seven 

colleges and 

universities 

conducting a Kindle 

DX pilot program 

(fall 2009) 

 

 



+ 
Case Studies 

 Winona State 

University: A 

survey was 

developed in an 

effort to gather 

information about 

the cost and use 

of textbooks by 

students.  

(July 2012) 

 

 



+ 
Case Studies 

 SUNY-Potsdam: 

In fall 2011, 

students 

conducted a 

research on What 

Drives Electronic 

Textbook Usage at 

SUNY Potsdam. 

 



+ 
Research Questions 

1. How do you define Digital Textbook? 

2. Which features are significant in Digital 

Textbook and in print? 

3. What are the limitations and the benefits of 

adopting Digital Textbooks? 

 



+ 
Methodology 

 Two surveys 

 Online: multiple-choice and short-answer 

questions 

 Listserv 
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Representation 
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Representation 



+ 
Representation 



+ 
Definition of eTextbook 



+ 
Better features in Print 



+ 
Faculty: adopted vs. who didn’t adopt 

  

    



+ 
Students – Reasons  



+ Faculty - Reasons for not adopting 

 Digital Textbooks  

Laptops or mobiles not allowed in class 

because of the risk of distraction 

Students prefer features in printed format. 

Reading and taking notes on screen is 

difficult. 



+ 
Conclusions 

Data results indicate that faculty and 

students have similar perceptions of digital 

textbook definition as well as similar 

preferences in features.  

Both faculty and students view readability 

and highlighting as not yet successfully 

adapted into digital textbooks.  

 



+ 
Conclusions 

 Change in perceptions not indicated by 

demographic differences but are 

inconclusive. 

 ‘No Response’ percentage may indicate a 

lack of knowledge of the current state of 

digital textbooks. The effect is inconclusive 

from this survey.   

 



+ 
Recommended next actions 

 Professional development activities 

recommended to educate faculty and 

students.  
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